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St. Joseph in glory. 


(Taken from an old painting. ) 
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Interesting Passages from the Life of $t. Joseph. 





ITH the exception of Mary, the Immaculate Virgin and 

Mother of God, there is no Saint of the Catholic 
Church that is so generally and lovingly venerated 
as St. Joseph, the foster-father of Jesus Christ, and, 
without doubt, he is next to Mary the greatest and most power- 
ful of all the saints in heaven. Nazareth in Galilee was his 
birth place and King David the progenitor of his tribe and family. 
In the opinion of the most celebrated theologians, St. Joseph 
was sanctified already in his mother’s womb like St. John the 
Baptist, and by a special grace of God, he was preserved from 
every even the slightest venial sin. The sacred Gospels are 
silent as to his youth. 

Venerable Catherine Emmerich describes him as a talented 
but modest youth, who loved to withdraw from the company of his 
play-mates in order to devote himself to prayer in some secluded 
spot, for which he often became an object of raillery to his five 
brothers. Though of royal descent, he lived in such humble cir- 
cumstances that he was obliged to gain a livelihood by working 
at the laborious trade of a carpenter. His only parental inheri- 
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tance seems to have been an industrious disposition, and a most 
noble character whose chief traits werea heavenly simplicity 
and an angelic purity. Many doctors of the Church are of the 
opinion that he made a vow of perpetual virginity already in his 
youth. If Jesus on the crossintrusted His Mother when advanced 
in years to no one but His virgin disciple, St. John, how could 
he have confided her in her youth to St. Joseph, had he not been 
a virgin ? 

When St. Joseph was about forty years of age, he was in a 
wonderful manner selected as the spouse of Mary. From that 
time on he shared all joys and sorrows with his virginal spouse, 
he was her faithful protector and cared for her most lovingly. 
His firm confidence in God remained unshaken when he perceived 
that his spouse was with child, and his righteousness was soon 
rewarded by the joyful revelation that Mary had conceived by 
the Holy Ghost and would give birth to the long expected 
Messiah. What joy and bliss for his loving heart, when he 
was vouchsafed to adore the new-born Savior in the stable of 
Bethlehem ; when then the Infant Jesus stretched forth His tiny 
hands, as if imploring his fatherly solicitude to provide for him 
in his poverty. His faith never wavered. He beheld the Re- 
deemer of the world, his God, in the helpless Child, with whom 
he had to flee into Egypt to escape the murderous designs of 
the tyrant Herod ; and he was permitted to care for him, to take 
the place of a father in his behalf. What an honor! 

So holy a life could be closed only by a most happy death. 
He died in the arms of his divine Foster-Child and those of his 
faithful spouse, shortly before the public life of our Lord began. 
What a sweet death! It is the opinion of many holy Fathers, 
that St. Joseph was taken up into heaven with body aud soul. 
At least we find no trace of his mortal remains. 

The confidence of Christians in the power of St. Joseph is 
justly unbounded. We take refuge to him in all our wants and 
necessities, aud he always shows himself a faithful intercessor. 
St. Thomas teaches: “It has been granted to St. Joseph to 
assist inevery necessity, to lend a helping hand in every difficulty, 
and to protect all those who ask his intercession with confidence.’’ 

St. Joseph is especially invoked as patron of the dying, in 
order to obtain through his intercession a happy death and the 
grace, not to be ushered into eternity without the consolations of 
our holy religion. God alone knows for how many thousands he 
has in a wonderful manner obtained the grace of receiving yet 
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the last sacraments before their departure from this world, even 
when circumstances seemed to render this.impossible. And we 
may rest assured that he will valiantly assist all those who have 
truly venerated him during life, in that dreadful moment, upon 
which a most happy or a most wretched eternity depends; that 
he:will obtain for them tears of true repentance; will strengthen 
them in their last agony ; break the powers of hell; preserve the 
departing soul from everlasting perdition and a long purgatory, 
and lead it to eternal glory. 

During the ecclesiastical year the Church honors St. Joseph 
by a threefold celebration. On the 19th of March is his special 
feast ; on the 23rd of January the feast of his most chaste espous- 
als with the Blessed Virgin, and his Patronage on the third 
Sunday after Easter. The great Pope and special venerator of 
St. Joseph, Pius IX. on the 8th of December 1870 declared him 
Patron of the universal Church. 





Glory of Saint Joseph. 


Words of $t. Gertrude. 

On the feast of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
St. Gertrude had once a vision of the Blessed Virgin, who reveal- 
ed to her the glory of her Spouse, St. Joseph, in order to awaken 
in her a greater love for him and to encourage her to have 
confidence in his intercession. ‘‘I saw,’’ said the Saint, ‘““heaven 
opened, and St. Joseph sitting upon a magnificent throne, and I 
felt myself wonderfully affected, when each time his name was 
mentioned, all the Saints made a profound inclination towards 
him, testifying by the serenity and sweetness of their looks that 
they rejoiced with him on account of his exalted dignity.’’ 


Venerable Margaret of the Blessed Sacrament 


says: ‘‘I believe that the Holy Trinity prepared St. Joseph from 
his very birth for the sublime office for which he had been 
destined ; that he was sanctified in his mother’s womb as were 
the Prophet Jeremias and St. John the Baptist; that he had 
always led a just life and was guided by the Holy Spirit ; and 
that he had never held any intercourse with the world or fostered 
amerely natural friendship. The Holy Trinity protected him 
and by a special grace strengthened him against the corruption 
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of the world. By virtue of an infused light, he was versed in 
every art; but his humility prevented him from engaging in any 
other work except plying the lowly trade of a carpenter. Divine 
Providence provided him with occupations which were in accord- 
ance with this spirit of humility and retirement. 

With the exception of the Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph was 
better instructed and more enlightened in divine things than any 
other person onearth. His prerogatives so far surpassed those 
of the other Saints, as his dignity of foster-father of Jesus and 
spouse of the Blessed Virgin surpassed in holiness and sublimity 
that of all other men. Next to Jesus and Mary, he was the most 


perfect in body and soul.’”’ 





Veneration of St. Joseph. 





Many clients of St. Joseph have the pious custom of per- 
forming a special devotion on the nine Wednesdays preceding 
his feast. Others honor him especially on the ninth day of each 
month, and Wednesday of each week is also particularly dedicat- 
ed to his honor. God selected St. Joseph to be the spouse of 
Mary and the foster-father of Jesus, and as the Son of God was 
subject to him while on earth it seems He can refuse him nothing 
in heaven; so abundant are the favors which in our days are 
granted through his intercession. 

Words of Saint Theresa. 


St. Theresa says, that during an illness in which no earthly 
physician could give her relief, she determined to ask those of 
heaven to restore her. The following are her own words: ‘‘/ 
chose for my patron and lord the glorious St. Joseph, and I 
recommended myself earnestly to him. I saw clearly that both 


out of this my present trouble, and out of others of greater 
importance relating to my honor and the loss of my soul, this my 
father and lord delivered me and rendered me greater services 
than I knew how to ask for. I cannot call to mind that I have 
ever asked him at any time for anything which he has not grant- 
ed; and I am filled with amazement when I consider the great 
favors which God has given me through this blessed Saint, the 
dangers from which he has delivered me, both of body and soul. 
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“To other saints our Lord seems to have given grace to 
succor men in some special necessity, dut to this glorious Saint, 
I know by experience, to help us in all, and our Lord would 
have us understand that as He was Himself subject to him upon 
earth—for St. Joseph had the title of father, and was His 
guardian and could command Him—so now in heaven He per- 
forms all his petitions. And this has been experienced also by 
other persons, whom I advised to recommend themselves to him. 

‘““Would that I could persuade all men to cherish a devotion 
to this glorious Saint, for I know by long experience what 
blessings he can obtain for us from God. I have never known 
anyone who honored him in an especial manner, and did not 
visibly advance in virtue and holiness; for he imparts special aid 
to those souls who commend themselves to his patronage. It is 
now some years since I have always, on his feast, asked him for 
something, and I always have received it. If the petition be in 
any way amiss, he directs it aright for my greater good. I ask 
for the love of God, that he who does not believe me will make 
the trial for himself—when he will see by experience the good 
that results from commending one’s self to this glorious Patriarch, 
and being devout to him. 

Those who are devoted to prayer should in a special manner 
cherish a devotion to St. Joseph, for I know not how any man 
can ponder on the sufferings, trials and tribulations the Queen of 
Angels endured whilst caring for the Infant Jesus, without giving 
thanks also to St. Joseph for the services he rendered the divine 
Child and his blessed Mother. Let him who cannot find anyone 
to teach him to pray, choose this glorious Saint for his master, 
and he will not stray from the right path.’’ Thus St. Theresa. 


St. Alphonsus Liguori. 


St. Alphonsus Liguori, who cites these words of St. Theresa 
in order to encourage the faithful to honor St. Joseph, says 


among other things : 
‘The holy example of Jesus Christ, who, while upon earth, 


honored St. Joseph so much, and who was obedient to him 
during His life, should be sufficient, to inflame the hearts of all 
with devotion to this great Saint.’’ Hereupon the same saint 
continues: ‘Since we all must die, we should have a very special 
devotion to St. Joseph, that he may obtain for us a happy death, 
for all Christians regard him as the advocate of the dying, who 
assists in the hour of death those who honored him during their 
4ives, and that for three reasons: 
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First, because Jesus Christ loved him not only as a friend, 
but as a father; and on this account his mediation is far more 
efficacious, than that of any other saint. 

Secondly, because St. Joseph has obtained special power 
against the evil spirits, who tempt us in the hour of death. For 
since St. Joseph delivered our Lord from the snares of Herod, 
God has granted him the power, to protect the dying against all 
the attacks of Satan. 

Thirdly, the assistance given St. Joseph at his death by Jesus 
and Mary, obtained for him the right to secure a holy and peace- 
ful death for his faithful servants. Hence if they invoke him in 
the hour of their death, Ae wi// not only help them, but he will 
also obtain for them the assistance of Jesus and Mary.” 





St. Joseph, Our Helper in Corporal Necessities. 





Under the Protection of $t. Joseph. 


In the year 1631 a new and immense crater opened in 
Mount Vesuvius. Such a torrent of flames and ashes burst out 
that the glowing red lava, like a flood, covered the whole 
neighborhood, especially a village called Greektower. 

In this village lived a poor woman named Camilla, a most 
devout client of St. Joseph, and with her lived her little nephew, 
a child of about five years ofage, named Joseph, out of devotion 
to her beloved patron. 

When Camilla saw the streams of lava creeping down the 
sides of the mountain like fiery serpents, and gradually encircling 
all they met in their deadly embrace, she caught up the little 
boy in her arms and endeavored to escape. But alas! she had 
delayed too long. Fear seemed to lend her wings, and she flew 
rather than ran; but her cruel enemy pursued her ever faster 
and faster, gaining each moment on her. She did not see which 
way she was going; her one thought was to escape from the 
certain death following her so closely. Suddenly she found her 
path obstructed, she could go no farther. Ah! poor woman, 
what have you done? In trying to escape one danger you have 
only encountered another nearly as formidable. 

In her heedless, aimless flight, she had directed her steps 
towards a high rock, which now rose almost perpendicularly 
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before her, stretching away into the sea, so that it seemed im- 
possible for her either to go backwards or forwards without 
losing her life. What could she do? If she turned back the 
flames would consume her; if she advanced it would be only to 
find certain death in the angry waves. 

In this critical situation Camilla bethought herself of her 
holy patron. ‘“‘Great Saint,’’ she called out, ‘I recommend to 
thee thy little Joseph, thou must save him.”’ Having said these 
words she laid the child down on the rock, and she herself ran 
down towards the sea. But instead of falling into the water, as 
it seemed she must naturally have done, she alighted on the 
sands, and did not suffer the slightest harm. 

Herself saved, her next thought was for the little one, whom 
she had been forced to desert. The fate of the child, left to the 
mercy of the fire, grieved her exceedingly. In her sorrow and 
despair, she ran up and down, seeking him vainly everywhere. 

All at once she heard his clear childish voice calling her by 
name, and better still, here he comes bounding to meet her full 
of life and joy. ‘‘My sweetest one,’’ cried Camilla, ‘‘who has 
saved thee from the fiery rain? Who has rescued thee from 
being burned to death?’’ ‘“‘St. Joseph has done it, to whom thou 
didst intrust me,’’ replied the child. ‘‘He took my hand and 
led me to that place where you found me.’’ And instantly did 
this pious woman fall on her knees, most fervently thanking God 
and St. Joseph for the two miracles worked that day in her 
behalf. 

O ye mothers, whose children often run into dangers a 
thousand times more perilous; redouble your prayers and your 
confidence in our Blessed Lady and St. Joseph; redouble your 
care and your fervour in order to save the souls of your 
children. 





Homage to St. Joseph. 


O holy foster-father of Jesus Christ, pure spouse of Mary, 
the Virginal Mother, St. Joseph, I choose thee this day for my 
special protector and advocate; and I firmly resolve never to 
depart, either in word or deed from the duty which I owe to 
thee, nor to suffer those who are committed to my charge, to say 
or do anything against thy honor and the respect thou deservest. 
Receive me therefore, as thy devoted servant forever; assist me 
in all the actions of my life, and forsake me not at the hour of 
my death. Amen. 
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Tu the Franco-Prussian War. 


On the 28th of February, 1871, the Very, Rev. Canon Victor 
Pelletier, of the diocese of Orleans, at the close of one of his 
Lenten discourses, announced to his auditors that the month of 
St. Joseph would begin on the following day. He gave them 
some reasons to encourage them to share in this devotion, and 
reminded them of the decree, then lately published by Pius IX., 
raising the feast of St. Joseph to a festival of the highest rank 
for the universal Church, and then he related to them the follow- 
ing occurrence. 

On Sunday, the 14th of December, 1870, the Prussians 
forced their way for the second and third time into the little 
town of Patay, a few miles distant from Orleans. The Zouaves 
offered an heroic resistance, but were overpowered by numbers, 
and forced to retire with great loss. Just as the French troops 
were retreating, Madame L—— the wife of a merchant in the 
town, who had the charge of her husband’s business, remembered 
that there was still a large sum of money in the house. 

Calling for two or three of her confidential servants, they 
consulted together, and finally resolved to conceal the money in 
a well close to the house. There was no time to be lost, so at 
once they set out: the lady herself descended first into the well 
and the others following her, each carrying a part of the money. 
While they were still down below, they heard a loud stamping 
overhead, then a rough shout which terrified them; but they 
whispered to each other to keep very quiet, and hoped that the 
increasing darkness might favour their escape from discovery. 

But in vain! Almighty God did not intend to preserve them 
in this way. A Prussian soldier had forced his way into the 
house, and finding no one within, had come out to search the 
garden. He soon perceived the well uncovered, and felt sure 
that the inhabitants were hidden there. He called down several 
times into the darkness, for he could not see to the bottom, and 
when he received no answer he threatened to throw in combus- 
tibles and set them on fire. The Prussian, as the French well 
knew, was quite capable of carrying his designs into execution, 
so poor Madame L and her servants were obliged to 
answer, and then to trust themselves to the mercy of their 





enemy. 
They clambered out again as best they could, Madame L—— 


courageously leading the way, and carrying the bag which 
contained the greater part of the money. The quick eye of the 
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Prussian at once noticed the bag. “‘What are you hiding there ?’’ 
he demanded. The poor lady thought it wiser to make her 
sacrifice without difficulty, so, emptying the money on the 
ground, she replied: “You are the master, take what you like.’’ 
‘IT am a soldier, not a thief,’’ retorted the man. ‘‘Put up your 
money, and come back quietly into the house.’’ Madame L—— 
and her servants obeyed with pleasure, for this declaration on 
the part of the foe was quite unexpected. And, indeed, he 
seemed more a friend than an enemy, for all the rest of that 
night he remained as a sentinel outside the house, thus pre- 
serving it from being plundered by any of the other Prussian 
soldiers. E 

But how was this kindness and disinterestedness to be ex- 
plained? Here is the answer. Madame L—— was a good 
Christian, and at the first announcement of danger she had 
placed herself, her house and her possessions under the protec- 
tion of St. Joseph, and he, as we have seen, did not fail his client 
in the time of difficulty and distress. 


Safety in Time of Danger. 


St. Theresa was travelling with some of her Religious ‘to 
make one of her foundations, which she had promised to dedicate 
to St. Joseph. After a time, the coachman, unused to the 
country, lost his way and wandered from the road, if indeed the 
ill-defined track could be called a road; the horses became 
restive, and kept plunging about first on one side and then on 
another. Suddenly St. Theresa saw herself and her daughters 
on the very brink of a dangerous precipice. ‘‘My dear children,’’ 
she cried out, ‘‘we are lost if our good father St. Joseph does not 
come to our rescue. Let us call on him for help.’’ They had 
scarcely begun their prayer, when they heard a loud voice from 
the depths of the abysscalling out: “Stop! Stop!’’ At these 
words the horses immediately became quiet, and the same voice 
directed them concerning the path they were to take, hazardous 
enough certainly in appearance, yet they followed it with entire 
confidence, and soon all fear of danger was over. 

The coachman and the whole company looked in vain to 
find the man who had rendered them such an important service. 
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But they could not discover the slightest trace of him. The 
Saint at first said nothing; her supernatural instinct had enabled 
her at once to grasp the real truth, and her heart was too full of 
gratitude for words; but at last, in reply to her companion’s 
expressions of regret that they could not thank their benefactor, 
she replied: ‘“You seek in vain, my daughters, for the man who 
saved us. It was no other than our dearest father, St. Joseph.’’ 





An Unfortunate Mother Consoled by St. Joseph. 


A poor woman, living in Brittany, had experienced a series 
of overwhelming trials, which she would not have had thestrength 
to resist if she had not been sustained by the hand of God. This 
unfortunate woman was a widow with several children. The 
oldest of her girls was burned alive at a fire. The second, who 
had married very young, experienced a sad fate; whether in 
consequence of her own imprudence or from calumny, she was 
brought to justice and condemned to be imprisoned for life in a 
house of correction. It would be vain to describe the sorrow of 
the poor mother at this new blow. She wasarespectable person, 
and dishonor added another crushing weight to the chain of evils, 
whose frightful strain broke her heart entirely. 

But this was not all: her oldest son, while on a lonely road 
at midnight, was stopped by some robbers, who, after possessing 
themselves of his purse, which contained a considerable sum of 
money, treated him so cfuelly that he survived only two days, 
without regaining consciousness. The heart of this mother, three 
times broken, looked for no consolation. She was about to 
succumb to the frightful blows which had struck her. Whocould 
calm so much bitterness, and cause her to see a ray of hope! 
St. Joseph always has at hand the means of exercising his merci- 
ful patronage; he himself conducted to this unhappy mother one 
of those souls who had learned to await everything from his 
protection. She mingled her tears with those of the stricken 
mother, and understanding the excess of her sufferings, she felt 
impelled to seek the aid of her favorite Saint. Her confidence 
animated the poor woman, and without hesitation she promised 
that St. Joseph would restore her imprisoned daughter on the 
feast of the Assumption. All probability was against her, for 
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the unfortunate woman had been a prisoner for the past seven- 
teen years, and eight years had passed since every effort had been 
made to obtain her release. 

‘“‘Never mind,”’ said the devoted servant of St. Joseph to 
herself, ‘“‘my good Protector, who has never refused me any- 
thing, is going to take charge of this matter. We are going to 
interest him in it by our vows and prayers, and undoubtedly the 
poor prisoner will regain her liberty, and will wipe away her 
mother’s tears !’’ She then made novenas and had them made, 
she prayed and obtained prayers. 

At length Assumption Day arrived, but her efforts had ap- 
parently been vain. Without any guarantee of success, but con- 
fiding in the power of her beloved Protector, and arming herself 
with holy audacity, she told the poor mother to go to the station 
to welcome her child. The poor woman, sharing the confidence 
with which she had been inspired, went to the station. The first 
person she saw was her daughter. Clasped in each other’s arms, 
they gave themselves up with joy to the expression of their 
gratitude. Then both directed their steps to the house of her 
whom they delighted to call theirbenefactress. They endeavored 
to express, between their sobs, the happiness they experienced. 
Their tears and their words, broken as they were, were a touch- 
ing sight. 

Let us thank and thank again our yood St. Joseph. Let us 
not set any limit to our love for and confidence in him, and we 
may rest assured that he will never failus. O great Saint, accept 
our homage, our gratitude, and to crown your benefits to us, 


deign to increase in our hearts the love of Jesus and Mary! 
Father Huguet, Marist. 
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St. Joseph’s Kelp in Spiritual Necessities. 





“St. Joseph Has Kelped,’’ 


a distinguished officer of a city in Germany wrote, several years 
ago, to the “‘Katholisches Missionsblatt’’ in Duelmen. Andthen 
he continues to relate that for a long time he had been the slave 
of low passions which had so reduced his strength of body and 
mind, that he was incapable of fulfilling the duties of his calling, 
and, as a consequence, had often thought of committing suicide. 
But the merciful God did not wish him to perish in his misery, 
and inspired him with the thought of having recourse to St. 
Joseph. He resolved to implore the intercession of the great 
Patriarch, and as a reward for his compliance with the inspira- 
tion of grace, he succeeded in overcoming the besetting tempta- 
tion. 

“‘[ have found,’’ he says, ‘‘strength toapply myself properly 
to the duties of my state, and what had appeared to me almost 
impossible, I succeeded in regulating my temporal affairs. Yet 
more : the arrangement of these affairs had to be effected before 
a certain period of time had elapsed, and it had really been com- 
pleted when that appointed time arrived. In whatever situation 
I may have invoked St. Joseph’s intercession, my petition was 
always granted. Though I had committed grave transgressions 
and rendered my life most miserable, I am now very happy. 
My firm conviction, therefore, is that I owe this happy change to 
the inexpressible goodness and intercession of St. Joseph. Never 
will I forget the gratitude Iowe him. With the greatest confi- 
dence I rely on his continued assistance which to my dying 
breath I will not cease to implore. Furthermore, I feel urged to 
call out to everyone in distress: “‘Go to Joseph.” 


St. Joseph Helps in Cemptation. 


The intercession of St. Joseph is especially efficacious when 
there is question of defending against the attacks of the evil 
spirits, that glorious virtue, for which this saint was so distinguish- 
ed and which merited for him the privilege of having been chosen 
by God to be the spouse of His immaculate Mother. This 
powerful intercession of St. Joseph in all assaults upon the angelic 
virtue was experienced by a chaste lay-brother of the Carmelite 
Order in the convent of Perpignon in France. 
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This religious had from childhood preserved his purity in- 
tact, and had moreover, by prayer, the shunning of dangerous 
occasions, and his austere life, ever zealously endeavored to 
guard it. Notwithstanding, it happened, by the permission of 
God, that during an entire night he was so violently assaulted by 
temptations against holy purity that he did not know whither to 
fly for refuge. However, with God's grace, he triumphed over 
the temptation. 

The next morning he was sent by the superior to the city to 
transact some business, and on his way met a venerable old man 
who thus addressed him: ‘Brother, why did you not during the 
past night, when struggling so violently against that temptation, 
take refuge to St. Joseph and call upon him for assistance?’’ The 
religious was not a little embarrassed upon perceiving that the 
venerable old man had knowledge of even the most hidden 
secrets of his heart. He was about to make reply, when to his 
great astonishment, the stranger had meanwhile disappeared. 
It was now clear to the good brother that the one who had ap- 
peared to him was none other than St. Joseph, who takes so 
much delight in assisting those who invoke him with confidence 
in their temptations and spiritual combats. 


Father Francis Rlaholz. 


“‘Some time ago,’’ the good Father*) related to a friend, 
“tas I was returning to the sacristy after leaving the pulpit I was 
met by a man who thus addressed me: ‘‘Father, you must hear 
my confession, but immediately.’’ ‘‘Permit me first to lay aside 
my vestments,’’ I replied. 

Upon returning, the man who seemed to be deeply agitated, 
told me before entering the confessional that he had long been 
weary of life and had even attempted to commit suicide, but 
without success however, and that his attempts at suicide had not 
been discovered. ‘‘But,’’ he added, ‘“‘I was determined to 
accomplish my purpose and have therefore traveled to this distant 
place in order that my relatives might be spared the disgrace my 
miserable end would bring upon them, and I was so hardened in 
sin and insuch despair, that even now my body would be a corpse 


*)He died Oct. 5, 1871 in Baltimore, was a member of the Redemptorist 
Order, and as a zealous missionary accomplished much good. He had the 
pious custom of mentioning St. Joseph in almost every sermon, for already 
as a young priest, he had experienced the special protection of St. Joseph. 
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and my soul languishing in hell, had I not passed this church as 
High Mass was about to begin. Seeing the people in large num- 
bers and from all sides flocking to this place, a sudden curiosity 
impelled me to enter the church also to ascertain the cause of 
this extraordinary concourse of people. I did not pray. Soon 
you, Rev. Father, ascended the pulpit, but I did not listen to 
your discourse, nor do I know the subject of yoursermon. Hear- 
ing you, however, on a sudden mention S¢. Joseph, I awoke as 
from a terrible dream, and as if by resistless force I was penetrated 
by the thought and the firm conviction: S¢. Joseph can and will 
help also me.” 

Thereupon the man made his confession, which being com- 
pleted and his heart overflowing with joy and happiness, he 
exclaimed: ‘‘O Father, relate to every one all I have told you 
that many other unhappy, distressed and sinful creatures like 
myself may experience the goodness and power of St. Joseph!” 

“Since that time,’’ the good and zealous priest Klaholz 
concluded his touching narrative, ‘‘a large number of persons 
have come hither to seek me and make a general confession to 
me, and before beginning to unfold their conscience, they inform 
methat they have journeyed to this place upon the instance of 
Mr. N—— that they might find here rest and peace. 





St. Joseph, Our Helper in the Hour of Death. 





Our readers, doubtless in laying before St. Joseph their 
various necessities have pleaded often for that, the most import- 
ant of all; the grace of a happy death. Indeed as St. Joseph 
died in the arms of Jesus and Mary, he is very naturally honored 
and invoked as the special patron of the hour of death. In- 
numerable histories aid in confirming our confidence in the 
intercession of this glorious Saint, as the patron of a holy 
death. 

St. Joseph, Patron of a Kappy Death. 

The priest of the parish of Notre Dame in Muenster, West- 
phalia, was called one night to go to a man who was dying. The 
house in which the sick man lay wasclearly described to him, and 
he hastened thither with all speed. But the inmates of the 
house seemed all wrapped in profound slumber. He rang the 
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bell repeatedly and at length the door was opened, but in an- 
swer to his request to be led to the sick man who had sent for him, he 
was told that there was no one ill in that house, it must be some 
mistake. 

The priest could only shake his head and go on again won- 
deringly. Scarcely had he reached his house before he was 
again summoned, and by the same man, to go to the same 
house. ‘‘But I have just this moment returned from that house,”’ 
said the priest, ‘‘and they say there is no sick person there.” 
‘‘And notwithstanding what they said, there is,’’ replied the 
unknown; ‘‘an old man is dying in a room in the uppermost part 
of the house.’’ The priest at once retraced his steps, and when he 
came to the house he asked the man who opened the door if 
there was not some one living in the attic under the roof. ‘‘Yes,’’ 
he answered, ‘‘an old man lives up there; but I am not aware 
that heis ill, he has always appeared in very good health.”’ 

The priest asked to be allowed to go up and see him. And 
he found the old man ill, very ill, and nearly dying. But he had 
always besought St. Joseph to be near him, in his last conflict; 
and he had not asked in vain. He was able now to receive all 
the last Sacraments, and before morning he was dead. Who 


was the man who had twice called the priest ? 
Sendb. d. hl. Jos., Nov. 1879. 





On the Sandy Banks of the Senegal. 


A French missionary writes: ‘“‘I was riding one day wearily 
along the sandy banks of the Senegal, in Africa, on a route com- 
pletely unknown to me. Theserpents slid away hissing into the 
grass, the crocodiles went plunging into the swamps, the sun’s 
burning rays poured fiercely down. An invisible power seemed 
to urge me forward. At length I came in sight of a hut. I 
dismounted, and was about to push open the door, when a voice 
from within cried out excitedly: ‘‘Who’sthere!’’ ‘A Father 
Missioner,’’ I answered; ‘don’t be alarmed. May the peace of 
God rest on this dwelling.’’ ‘‘A priest!’’ exclaimed the strang- 
er, in good French. ‘‘You are most welcome. Lose no time, 
but come to me immediately.’’ ‘‘Who are you, then? and how 
do you come to lie here?’’ ‘‘As these questions can wait, my 
father, let me simply tell you that I am down with my third 
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attack of fever, and that it will be my last, as you well know. 
Let us defer talking of other matters till later. I will answer 
your questions should I survive. But I am quite prepared for 
confession, so please, father, let us begin at once.”’ 

As he spoke I heard the howl of some jackals, allured as 
they ever are by the scent of death. I felt convinced by their 
approach that the sick man had not long to live, and proceeded 
to administer the last Sacraments without delay. I now felt 
persuaded that the invisible power that had urged me on was of 
Almighty God, and in order that I might understand His ways 
the better, I said to the dying man: ‘‘You must surely have 
prayed very earnestly that God would send you a priest, for 
evidently it was your Guardian Angel that brought me here.”’ 
‘‘Would you like to know how it came to pass?’ ‘‘Certainly.’ 
‘I felt sure a priest would come.’’ ‘‘But how so, nothing, hu- 
manly speaking, was more unlikely than that one would come 
into this wild desert waste of Africa ?’’ 

“Oh, but human probability had nothing to do withit. I 
always wear the cord of St. Joseph, and I belong to the Con- 
fraternity of the Bona Mors. You see, my conscience was ina 
bad state, so St. Joseph was obliged to send me a priest. [ 
recommended the matter to him most earnestly, and, as you can 
bear witness, not in vain.’’ ‘“‘Now all is clear to me,’’ I answer- 
ed. ‘‘Continue to have confidence in St. Joseph. Death is 
approaching; but death, when you can invoke the holy Names 
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, only ushers you into their presence.’’ 
The fever raged on, and within two hours from the time I entered 
Strassb. Vfr. 1883. 


’ 


the hut the man was dead.”’ 





St. Joseph, the Consolation of the Dying. 


The renowned Father Kellermann of Muenster, Westphalia, 
was one night hurriedly summoned toa sick person, but on arriving 
at the dwelling which had been pointed out to him, he found the 
inmates sound asleep, and in response to his inquiries, he was 
assured that there was no one sick in the house desiring his as- 
sistance. Thereupon the priest returned home. He had, how- 
ever, scarcely retired again to rest when he heard a loud rapping 
at his door and a voice beseeching him with still greater urgency 
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to go to the above mentioned house. On arriving there and 
repeating his former inquiry, he received the same answer as be- 
fore and so there remained for him no other alternative but to 
return home again without having accomplished his purpose. But 
he had not yet reached his dwelling, when he felt himself held 
back by an invisible hand, and a voice which was distinctly heard 
also by the accompanying sacristan implored him to return in all 
haste to the same house, as no time was to be lost. 

A third time the zealous priest hastened back to the house 
designated, and finally learned that there lived in the attic an aged 
woman with whom no one held any communication. He went 
up to the place where the old lady staid and there found her at 
the point of death. As heentered she exclaimed with joy: ‘Thank 
God that you have come!'’ Having made her confession and 
received the last rites of the Church, the priest said to her: 
“Tell me my good lady, have you not fervently prayed fora 
happy hour of death?’’ ‘“‘Yes,’’ replied the woman, “J have 
daily prayed to St. Joseph to obtain for me through his inter- 
cession ahappy dying hour. There on the window lies the old 
prayer book from which I have said the prayer in honor of St. 
Joseph every day.’’ Much affected the priest said, ‘“‘Let usnow 
repeat the prayers together in thanksgiving for the intercession 
of St. Joseph by whom I have been three times summoned to 
you in so mysterious a manner.’’ Having taken the book, they 
recited the prayers in common— and the old lady closed her eyes 
in death forever. 
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St. Joseph, Our Patron. 
For Priests. 


Thousands of priests have placed themselves under his 
powerful protection. How touching and fervent is the prayer, 
which priests say every day to St. Joseph, either before or after 
holy Mass. 

“Guardian and father of virgins, St. Joseph, to thy faithful 
protection was confided Innocence itself, Christ Jesus and Mary, 
Virgin of Virgins ; I beg and implore thee by these dear pledges, 
Jesus and Mary, preserve me from all uncleanness, that with a pure 
mind and chaste body, I may ever most chastely serve Jesus and 
Mary. Amen.”’ 


100 days indulgence once a day for priests. This prayer to St. 
Joseph may be recited with great profit by every one living in the state 


of virginity. 
For Religious. 

Although St. Joseph is the patron and protector of many 
religious congregations, still he is in a special manner patron 
and example of those religious, who lead a life of seclusion, of 
recollection and prayer, who are closely united to Jesus and 
Mary, who have devoted themselves to the Perpetual Adoration. 
What a magnificent example! With St. Joseph as their guide, 
they shall surely find Jesus and Mary. 


$t. Joseph, a Brilliant Example for the Head of the Family. 


What is more tobe desired in a family than peace, harmony, 
and mutual love! Where was found purer happiness or greater 
sanctity of life, than in the holy house of Nazareth? St. Joseph 
did not seek his own interest but had at heart only the welfare 
of his most holy Spouse and that of his divine Foster-Child. 
How much suffering and how many privations did he not have to 
endure, how oppressive his care often for their daily bread! 
How resigned he was in all his afflictions ! 


For the Christian Laborer. 


The thought of St. Joseph has inspired many a poor but 
honest laborer with courage and cheerfulness in his toilsome oc- 
cupations. This most privileged of all holy men belonged to the 
laboring class, was a day-laborer. It seems that simple, unob- 
trusive laborers were from the remotest times the particular 
friends of God. Who were the holy Apostles? What are the 
majority of priests of our own day? Sons of simple, honest 
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parents, who earn their bread by the labor of their hands. In 
what families are the vocations to the religious state most fre- 
quent? The same families that give priests to the Church, send 
their sons and daughters to people the convents and the 
monasteries. 





Co be Recommended to Saint Joseph. 


At different times our faithful friends have inquired how 
nearly our chapel has been completed. In answer to this question 
we have until now been able to say that it is only finished far 
enough to be used for Divine Service and Perpetual Adoration. 
The Blessed Sacrament is exposed on.all Sundays and Holydays 
also every Thursday, but the continual, uninterrupted Exposition 
could not yet be introduced, because the interior of the chapel is 
not completed. 

In the course of this year we intend to have the chapel 
appropriately frescoed and adorned with pictures, after which we 
hope to erect the high altar.—Not an easy task, indeed. 

We therefore beg our kind readers to unite with us in im- 
ploring St. Joseph that all this may be happily accomplished, and 
that he will raise up kind benefactors in order that the comple- 
tion of the adoration chapel may not be unduly delayed, through 


lack of necessary means. 











Approbation and Recommendation: I beg to say that your periodical of the 
Blessed Sacrament ‘Cabernacle and Purgatory’’ has my hearty approval 
and recommendation. 

St. Joseph, Mo., May 25, 1905. > M. F. Burke. 


Che Annunciation. 


HE feast of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(March 25th) embraces in reality two sublime feasts; 
one a festival of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the other 
that of His most Blessed Mother. The Annunciation is 
a feast of our Lord, for on this day He took flesh in the most 
chaste womb of .Mary, clothed His divinity with our human 
nature; on this day He became our brother, and manifested in 
our behalf His infinite love in the Incarnation. 

On the festival of the Annunciation we also celebrate one of 
the most sublime feasts of our Lady. For at the moment when 
Mary said: ‘Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done to 
me according to thy word,’’ she was overshadowed by the power 
of the Most High and conceived of the Holy Ghost in her most 
pure womb the Son of God, without the slightest detriment to 
her virginal purity. 

In olden times the holy Fathers of the Church made on this 
day the Incarnation of our Lord the principal subject of their 
meditations and discourses, but since the festival of Christmas has 
been instituted to celebrate the Incarnation and Nativity of the 
Savior, the festival of the Annunciation is regarded as a special 
feast of the divine Motherhood of Mary, and the devotion of the 
faithful on this day tends more to the Blessed Mother of God 
than to her divine Son, according to the mind and spirit of the 
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Church. In this sense the Council of Toledo, in the year 656, 
declared that the Annunciation is a special feast of the Blessed 
Virgin. 

This festival of the Annunciation—so called because the 
Archangel Gabriel announced on this day that Mary should be 
the Mother of God—is one of the oldest in the Church. Many 
trace its origin back to the Apostles. 

The learned Pope Benedict writes that the Apostles were 
instructed to commemorate this feast by the Mother of God 
herself, who cherished with most ardent devotion the day on 
which the Son of the Most High had taken flesh in her womb. 
St. Athanasius (349) speaks of this feast as one of the greatest 
festivals of the year, and in the 7th century it was called the 
feast of the Blessed Virgin, the commemoration of God’s glori- 
ous Mother. 

And it is indeed a feast of our Lady and truly the most 
sublime of all her festivals, for on this day God exalted her above 
all creatures in heaven and on earth, and conferred upon her a 
dignity which no other creature has ever attained, nor any one 
will ever acquire—the dignity of Mother of God. ‘“‘God,’’ says 
St. Bonaventure, “‘could create more perfect angels, a greater 
universe than ours, a more beautiful heaven, but He could not 
create a greater Mother, than the Mother of God, that is, a mother 
greater than the Mother of His Son."’ 

The grandeur of this title which on this day really became 
our Lady's, reaches, as it were, the extreme limits of God’s om- 
nipotence. To this distinction our Lady alone is entitled on 
account of her exalted prerugatives, her transcending glory, her 
_ sublime dignity. She was on this day infinitely more exalted than 
on the day on which she was assumed into heaven and the Triune 
God crowned her queen of heaven and earth, and enthroned her 
at his right hand, and invested her with a diguity surpassing that 
of all the Angels and Saints. 


The Holy Gospel. 


Let us now listen attentively to what the Gospel relates con- 
cerning the mysterious signification of this festival. 

‘At that time, the Angel Gabriel was sent from God intoa 
city of Galilee, called Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s 
name was Mary. And the Angel being come in, said unto her : 
“Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou 
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among women. Who having heard, was troubled at his saying, 
and thought with herself what manner of salutation this should 
be. And the Angel said to her: “‘Fear not, Mary, for thou hast 
found grace with God: Behold, thou shalt conceive in thy 
womb, and shalt bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name 
Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of 
David his father: and he shall reign in the house of Jacob for 
ever, and of his kingdom there shall be no end.’’ And Mary said 
to the Angel: ‘‘How shall this be done, ‘because I know not 
man?’’ And the Angel answering, said to her: ‘The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Most High 
shall overshadow thee. And therefore also the Holy which shall 
be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And behold, thy 
cousin Elizabeth, she also hath conceived a son in her old age: 
and this is the sixth month with her that is called barren : be- 
cause no word shall be impossible with God.’’ And Mary said: 
‘“‘Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be it done to me according 
to thy word.’’ And the Angel departed from her. 





Che Blessed Virgin Mary, According to the 
Bl. Mary of Agreda. 





Personal Appearance of the Blessed Virgin. 


The Blessed Mary of Agreda says; ‘‘Gabriel with the hosts 
of angels accompanying him took his flight towards Nazareth, into 
the dwelling of the most Blessed Virgin. A very modest room 
received him. The same was devoid of all ornamentation, of 
which the world makes use to conceal its wretchedness and its 
want of spiritual goods. Mary was fourteen years, six months, 
and seventeen days of age. Her stature was higher than that of 
other women of her age. Her personality was exceedingly 
charming. The form exhibited a graceful symmetry. Her 
countenance formed an oval shape, the features thereof were 
delicate and tender. She suffered neither from corpulency nor 
leanness. Her complexion was light, drifting over somewhat 
into brownish. The forehead was of a becoming width. Her 
eyebrows formed a graceful curve. The eyes were large and 
modest, the color of the eyes was between black and dark-green, 
and their expression was most lovely and innocent. The nose 
was somewhat extended and perfectly shaped, the mouth small 
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and purple-red, but of correct proportion. In short, she was 
beautiful and possessed a fullness of natural gifts, so that never 
more will a woman be found to be her equal. (* 

Even to behold her, filled the heart with joy, reverence, 
devotion, and holy awe. She attracted all hearts, captivated 
them in loving veneration, compelled them to magnify her. The 
greatness of her charm and perfection commanded silence. In 
all those, who had the happiness of beholding her, she produced 
godlike effects which baffle all description. She caused the 
hearts to overflow with divine emotions which lead the souls to 
God. Her dress was unpretentious, of an inferior quality, but 
cleanly, of an ashy color bordering on silver-grey, and in the 
highest degree modest. 

“Five Maria.” 


The Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary in her humble cham- 
ber. Mary raised her eyes only as far as was necessary to 
recognize him as a messenger of God. With wonted bumility 
she wished to prostrate herself before the angelic prince. He, 
however, would not tolerate this act of humiliation, but bowed 
himself before his queen and mistress with the most profound 
reverence with which he adored the divine mysteries.—He de- 
clared unto Mary: ‘‘Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with 
thee, blessed art thou amongst women.’’ Confusion and shame 
overwhelmed at such an address the humblest of all virgins. —The 
Angel recognized her amazement, which his words had caused 
her, and said: ‘‘Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found grace with 
God. Behold thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and shalt bring 
forth a Son; and thou shalt call his name Jesus.”’ 

Although amongst all creatures the Virgin Mary alone was 
capable of comprehending in some measure this mystery, she 
nevertheless stood in need of new light and assistance to fathom 
it to some extent. She therefore took occasion to ask: ‘“‘How 
shall this be done, because I know not man?’’ She remembered 
namely her vow of chastity by which God Himself was joined to 
her. And the Angel answering, said to her: ‘‘Most holy mis- 
tress, it isan easy matter for Almighty God to cause thee to be 
a mother, without that thou knowest man. The Holy Ghost 
shall come upon thee, and the power of the most High shall 
overshadow thee. And therefore also the Holy which shall be 
born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And behold thy 
cousin Elizabeth, she also hath conceived a son in her old age; 
and this is the sixth month with her that is called barren. Be- 
cause no word shall be impossible with God.’’ 

By these and similar representations the Angel sought to 
remove the fears of Mary. Mary hesitated to answer, in order 
that she might answer with greater deliberation; for she realized 
that upon her answer depended the fulfillment of the promise of 


*)St. Bonaventure addresses the most holy Virgin, as follows: ‘‘Thou 
surpassest all women in beauty of form, thou surpassest all Angels and 
Archangels in the most excellent chastity.” 
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the most Blessed Trinity, furthermore, the accomplishment of the 
prophesies, the most acceptable sacrifice that was ever offered, 
the opening of the portals of heaven, the victory and conquest 
over hell, the redemption of the whole human race, the satis- 
faction of the divine justice, the foundation of the new law of 
grace, the glorification of the human race, the joy of the angels, 
in short, all that is contained in the mystery of the Incarnation 
of the Son of God, who wished to assume in the virginal womb 
the form of a servant. 

The most illustrious work, the Incarnation of the Word, God 
did not wish to accomplish without the co-operation and consent 
of the most Blessed Virgin. He wished to consummate through 
her all his other works, that we may for this inestimable blessing 
be indebted to the Mother of Wisdom. 

That she may yield her consent, she was fortified with more 
than human strength. After she had deliberated with herself and 
the heavenly messenger concerning the greatness of such lofty 
and divine mysteries, and also received the necessary enlighten- 
ment regarding the message which she received, her pure spirit 
was transported with ecstasy and overwhelmed with amazement. 


“Ecce Ancilla Domini.’’ 


At the moment when the Blessed Virgin answered the 
salutation of the Angel: ‘‘Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be 
it done to me according to thy word,’’ her most holy soul, on 
account of her astonishment, adoration and the most ardent love 
of God, became enraptured, and in consequence of the over- 
whelming power of these sublime acts, three drops of her purest 
blood flowed from her sacred heart, out of which, through the 
power of the Holy Ghost, was fashioned, though in its smallest, 
yet most perfect form, the human body of our Lord and infused 
into it the soul created at the same moment by Almighty God, so 
that at the same time, at this one and the same moment, the 
person of the eternal uncreated Word hypostatically united this 
perfect human nature with His divinity. 

All this occurred not in succession, or in the minutest dis- 
tinct portions of time, but at one and the same first, undivided 
moment, so that it cannot be said that there was at first the true 
humanity and then it was united in the person of the Word with 
the divinity, but it was our Lord and Savior true man and true 
God at the one and the same first moment of his conception, in 
which moment was also bestowed the most sacred human soul of 
our Lord together with the holiest love of God and the utmost 
fulness of grace. 

Who can fathom or adequately admire this mystery; who 
can comprehend how this ever so small body of our Lord contains 
the full splendor and immensity of the infinite God-head, and 
that this most sacred body could possess the highest glory and 
at the same time also the highest faculty of suffering ! 




















“learn of Me, because I am meek and humble of heart.” 
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Che Bitter Passion of Our Cord. 


According to the Writings of St. Alphonsus Liguori. 


Che Love of Our Cord Jesus Christ in His Passion. 


The greatness of this love in the heart of Jesus is immeasur- 
able. Had He been commanded to suffer death for us, not 
once, but a thousand times, His love would have been great 
enough to do this. Had He received the order to die for each 
person individually instead of for all men together, He would ° 
have died as gladly for every one in particular as for all in 
general. Yes, if instead of remaining on the cross for three 
hours, He would have had to remain on it until the day of 
Judgement, His love would have been great enough to submit. 
Our Lord, therefore, loved more, than He suffered. O divine 
love, how much greater is Thy ardor than it outwardly appears ! 
The blood and the wounds reveal to us a great love indeed, but 
they do not disclose its full extent; these outward signs are as it 
were, only a spark issuing from the ocean of flames by which 
divine love consumes His heart. The greatest proof of love is 
that a man gives his life for his friend; but even this proof was 
not sufficient to satisfy the great love of our Lord for man. 


The Most Useful Devotion. 


Devotion to the passion of our Lord is unquestionably the 
most useful of all devotions and produces the greatest effect upon 
the heart. It is most pleasing to God, most consoling to sinners, 
and most calculated to inflame the heart with love. And from 
what other source do all spiritual gifts flow—hope of pardon, 
strength against temptation, confidence of gaining heaven; and 
from whence’come the many interior lights, the many loving 
inspirations, and salutary resolutions, if not from the passion of 
our Lord? The Apostle therefore justly anathematized all those 
who do not love Jesus Christ. ‘“‘If any man love not our Lord 
Jesus Christ, let him be anathema.’”’ (I. Cor. 16, 22.) 

St. Bonaventure says that there is no devotion more profit- 
able for the sanctification of the soul than meditation on the 
passion of Christ. He therefore advises us to meditate on it 
daily, if we wish to make progress in the love of God. Therefore 
the saints continually occupied themselves with meditation on 
the sufferings of the Redeemer. 

Through this St. Francis of Assisi became a seraph of 
love. One day this saint was weeping bitter tears. When some 
one asked the reason, he replied: ‘‘I weep on account of the 
sufferings and manifold ignominies of my Redeemer; but what 
grieves me most is, that men for whom He suffered so much, 
think of it so little.’’ At these words his tears flowed afresh, so 
that he who had questioned him, began to weep with him. When 
during an illness he was advised to have something read to him 
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from a book of devotion, he replied: ‘‘My book is Jesus Cruci- 
fied.’’ He also continually admonished his brethren in religion, 
always to think of the passion of our Lord. ‘‘He, who is not 
filled with the love of God at the contemplation of Jesus dying on 
the cross,’’ says Scupoli, “‘will never love Him.”’ 





Veneration of the Roly Face. 


On July 8, 1848, Sister Mary of St. Pierre died in the odor 
of sanctity, at the Carmelite Convent of Tours in France. She 
had been favored by heaven with many revelations concerning 
the reparation of blasphemies uttered against the holy name of 
Jesus, and the veneration of the Holy Face had been pointed out 
to her as the most efficacious means of making reparation for 
them. Our divine Savior transported her in spirit to the spot, 
where on the way to Calvary He was met by St. Veronica, and 
made known to His spouse how great was the service this saint 
had rendered Him when she wiped with her veil His Adorable 
Face, all covered with spittle, dust, perspiration and blood. 

She was given to understand, furthermore, that the infidels 
and sectarians of our times, by their contemptuous and irreverent 
language against God and holy things, inflict anew on our Lord’s 
holy Face the ignominies of His passion. Although their blas- 
phemies are hurled at the Most High, they do not derogate His 
Majesty, but like the vile refuse with which the Jews covered 
His sacred Face, outrage the Countenance of the Savior who 
offered Himself as a victim to divine Justice. 

Our Lord also revealed to this religious how great is the 
satisfaction He derives from the veneration of His sacred Coun- 
tenance by the following: ‘‘According to the care you take in 
making reparation to my Face, disfigured by blasphemers, so 
will I take care of souls which have been disfigured by sin. I 
will reprint upon it my Image and render it as beautiful as it was 
on leaving the baptismal font.’’ 

There are men upon earth skilled in restoring health to our 
bodies, but none save our Lord can restore to souls God’s image 
effaced by sin. 

The Apostle Saint Peter furnishes an example of the virtue 
of the Holy Face in touching souls. ‘“‘And the Lord turning 
looked on Peter.—And Peter going out wept bitterly.’’ This 
adorable Face is as the seal of the Divinity which has the power 
of re-imprinting upon the souls God’s image, which sin had 


effaced. 
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Tnsults Keaped upon the Sacred Face of Our Lord. 





According to Catherine Emmerich. 


No sooner did Caiphas, with the other members of the 
Council, leave the tribunal than a crowd of miscreants—the very 
scum of the people—surrounded Jesus like a swarm of infuriated 
wasps, and began to heap every imaginable insult upon him. 
Even during the trial, whilst the witnessess were speaking, the 
archers and some others could not restrain their cruel inclinations 
but pulled out handfuls of his hair and beard, spat upon him, 
struck him with their fists, wounded him with sharp-pointed 
sticks, and even ran needles into his body: but when Caiphas 
left the hall they set no bounds to their barbarity. They first 
placed a crown, made of straw and the bark of trees, upon his 
head, and then took it off, saluting him at the same time with 
insulting expressions, like the following: ‘“‘Behold the Son of 
David wearing the crown of his father.’’ “‘A greater than Solo- 
mon is here; this is the king who is preparing a wedding feast for 
his son.’’ Thus did they turn into ridicule those eternal truths 
which he had taught under the form of parables to those whom 
he came from heaven to save; and whilst repeating these scoffing 
words, they continued to strike him with their fists and sticks, 
and to spit in his face. Next they put a crown of reeds upon his 
head, took off his robe and scapular, and then threw an old torn 
mantle, which scarcely reached his knees, over his shoulder; 
around his neck they hung a long iron chain, with an iron ring 
at each end, studded with sharp points, which bruised and tore 
his knees as he walked. They again pinioned his arms, put a 
reed into his hand, and covered his Divine countenance with 
spittle. They had already thrown all sorts.of filth over his hair, 
as well as over hischest, and upon the old mantle. They bound 
his eyes with a dirty rag, and struck him, crying out at the same 
time in loud tones, ‘‘Prophesy unto us, O Christ, who is he that 
struck thee?’’ He answered not one word, but sighed, and 
prayed inwardly for them. 

After many more insults, they seized the chain which was 
hanging on his neck, dragged him toward the room into which 
the Council had withdrawn, and with their sticks forced him 
in, vociferating at the same time, ‘‘March forward, thou King 
of Straw! Show thyself to the Council with the insignia of the 
regal honors we have rendered unto thee.’’ A large body of 
councilors, with Caiphas at their head, were still in the room, and 
they looked with both delight and approbation at the shameful 
scene which was enacted, behoiding with pleasure the most sacred 
ceremonies turned into derision. The pitiless guards covered 
him with mud and spittle, and with mock gravity exclaimed, 
*‘Receive the prophetic unction—the regal unction.’’ Then they 
impiously parodied the baptismal ceremonies, and the pious act 
of Magdalen in emptying the vase of perfume on his head. 
“‘How canst thou presume,”’ they exclaimed, ‘“‘to appear before 
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the Council in such a condition? Thou dost purify others, and 
thou art not pure thyself; but we will soon purify thee.’’ They 
fetched a basin of dirty water, which they poured over his face 
and shoulders, whilst they bent their knees before him, and 
exclaimed, ‘Behold thy precious unction, behold the spikenard 
worth three hundred pence; thou hast been baptised in the pool 
of Bethsaida.’’ They intended by this to throw.into ridicule the 
act of respect and veneration shown by Magdalen, when she 
poured the precious ointment over his head, at the house of the 
Pharisee. 

They then dragged Jesus round the room, before all the 
members of the Council, who continued to address him in re- 
proachful and abusive language. Every countenance looked 
diabolical and enraged, and all around was dark, confused, and 
terrific. Our Lord, on the contrary, was from the moment that 
he declared himself to be the Son of God, generally surrounded 
with a halo of light. Many of the assembly appeared to have a 
confused knowledge of this fact, and to be filled with consterna- 
tion at perceiving that neither outrages or ignominies could alter 
the majestic expression of his countenance. 

The halo which shone around Jesus from the moment he 
declared himself to be Christ, the Son of the living God, served 
but to incite his enemies to greater fury and yet it was so 
resplendent that they could not look at it, and I believe their in- 
tention in throwing the dirty rag over his head was to deaden its 
brightness. 





Promises of our Lord Jesus Christ 
in Favor of All Who Honor His Holy Face. 





1. ‘‘They shall receive in their souls, by the impression of 
My humanity, so bright an irradiation of My Divinity, that, by 
their likerless to My Face, they shall shine with an especial 
splendor, in eternal life.’’ (St. Gertrude. ) 

2. St. Mechtilde, having asked of our Lord to grant that 
those who celebrated the memory of His Sweet Face should 
never be deprived of His amiable company, He replied: ‘‘Not 
one of them shall be separated from Me.” (St. Mechtilde. ) 

3. “Our Lord,’’ said Sister Marie de Saint-Pierre, ‘‘has 
promised me that He will imprint His Divine Likeness on the 
souls of those who honor His Holy Face.’’ (January 21, 1847.) 

‘This Adorable Face is, as it were, the seal of the Divinity, 
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which has the virtue of reproducing in souls God’s image.” (No- 
vember 6, 1845.) 

4. ‘‘By My Holy Face you shall work miracles.’’ (Our 
Lord to Sister Marie de Saint-Pierre, October 27, 1845.) 

5. ‘‘By My Holy Face you will obtain the conversion of 
numberless sinners. Nothing that you askin making this offering 
will be refused you. If you but knew how pleasing is the sight 
of My Face to My Father!’’ (November 22, 1886. ) 

6. ‘‘As you can procure in a kingdom all you wish through 
a coin marked with the king’s effigy, so in the Kingdom of heav- 
en, will you obtain all your desires through the precious coin 
of My Holy Humanity, which is My Adorable Countenance.” 
(October 29, 1845.) 

7. ‘‘All who honor My Holy Face ina spirit of reparation, 
thereby perform for Me the services of the pious Veronica.’’ 
(October 27, 1845.) 

8. ‘‘According to your care in making reparation to My 
Face disfigured by blasphemy, will be my care of yours which 
has been disfigured by sin. I will reprint upon it My Image and 
render it as beautiful as it was on leaving the Baptismal font.”’ 
(Our Lord to Sister Marie de Saint-Pierre, November 3, 1845.) 

9. ‘‘Our Lord has promised me,”’ said Sister Saint-Pierre 
again, ‘‘that He will defend before His Father, all who in this 
Work of Reparation, defend His cause by word, prayer or writ- 
ing ; that at their death, He will purify their souls, effacing all 
stain of sin, and restoring to them their primitive beauty.”’ 


(March 12, 1846.) 


Entered as second-class matter April 17, 1906, at the post office at 
Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 





furtber Circulation. 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory” is published by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo., 
under the direction of their Reverend Spiritual Director. 
This periodical is especially intended to promote the 
honor and glory of the Most Holy Eucharist, a mystery, 
which is truly our greatest treasure on earth, and which 
contains in itself all power, beauty and loveliness. 

In our days, when mankind is animated with such 
eagerness to obtain temporal goods, it is necessary, that a 
better knowledge of the one true Good, Jesus Christ in 
the Blessed Sacrament, be spread among the faithful, 
that the love for our Lord in the Tabernacle may be en- 
kindled ever more and more. 

Furthermore, our periodical shall often remind the 
reader of the greatness and severity of the sufferings 
of the poor souls, in order to awaken in his _ heart 
a tender compassion and toencourage him to render them 
effectual assistance by prayer, alms and other good works, 
but especially by Holy Communionand the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass. 

Whosoever zealously endeavors to circulate this pe- 
riodical does a good work, for he assists in spreading a 
better knowledge of the Holy Eucharist and contributes 
towards enkindling a greater love for our Lord in the Bless- 
ed Sacrament. He also performs a charitable act towards 
the holy souls in purgatory. 

“Tabernacle and Purgatory”’ is published quarterly, 
with an Extra Edition for the Month of the Sacred Heart. 
The proceeds will be applied to the beautifying and main- 
tenance of the Adoration Chapel. 
Subscription 50 cts. a year. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, 


Clyde, Missouri. 





